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These two books present the work done on an ESPRIT project, SEDOS (Software 
Environment for the Design of Distributed Open Systems). The project extended 
existing work on two formal description languages, LOTOS and Estelle, by producing 
detailed designs, case studies and implemented tools. The languages are intended 
to be applied to network protocols and services for open systems. They have therefore 
undergone IS0 standardisation and have been used for some research and develop- 
ment, particularly in telecommunication laboratories. 
It is not the purpose of this review to adjudicate between the LOTOS and Estelle 
factions, to relate their work to that on other network description languages (such 
as SDL), or to compare their work with that of other ESPRIT projects (such as 
RAISE and METEOR). Instead, the review concentrates on the nature and quality 
of the books. (Of course, sometimes the relative merits of parts of the books reflect 
the relative merits of their subjects.) 
The books are hardbacks costing about SIIO each. For this price one might 
reasonably expect to get books which were well designed and edited to produce 
consistent wholes. However, this is not so for either book. Both give the impression 
of being collections of reports about work in progress, connected by a general theme 
(LOTOS or Estelle) more than by continuity of content. The reports are clustered 
into sections, essentially concerning the language, specification, verification and 
tools. In the LOTOS book at least, there is an attempt to introduce each section; 
yet this makes the extra, irrelevant, papers in it all the more obvious. (Perhaps this 
is over-critical, for the outputs of SEDOS are more coherent than those of many 
collaborative projects.) 
Both books would have benefited from much more editing. For example, neither 
presents its subject in a way uniform enough to provide a table of contents with 
more detail than chapter headings. The lack of internal consistency shows itself 
even in the type faces, which vary widely from report to report. This is part+&&~ 
so for the Estelle book. Advances in formatting and printing make abe standards 
of typography in these books much less acceptable than they would have been 10 
years ago. 
The section on the language in the LOTOS book mainly comprises an extensive 
explanation to the language which illustrates the major constituents of the language 
(the algebraic specification language ACT-ONE and the concurrency calculi CCS 
and CSP). Though LOTOS does not integrate these constituents at all, and treats 
